viii                               INTRODUCTION
Into the vicissitudes and cross-currents of the ecclesiastical
life of those sixty years we have made no attempt to inquire
exhaustively. There has not been opportunity to examine
all the manuscript sources of information. But, approaching
the period in this preliminary way, by studying both its
personal and political aspects, we hope incidentally to throw
some light on the workings of canon law, a system whose
efficacy depended so largely upon those responsible for
carrying it out.